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most of the printers, and most of the menihers of Congress. If it has left
undone some things which it ought to have done, we ought to be thankful
for some of its rejections. Those of Lee and Hill are especially entitled to
the public gratitude ; and I hope it will place us under a similar obliga-
tion for the rejection of Kendall and Noah.

The importance of rejecting certain nominations does not consist in the
exclusion merely of unworthy men from office, although that is far from
being a minor object; but it shows that Jackson is not infallible nor invul-
nerable. The character of an eminent public man resembles a fortification.
If every attack is repelled, if no breach on any point be made, he becomes
impregnable. But if you once make a breach, no matter how small, the
work may be carried. Considering how many of his recommendations in.
his opening message have failed, or are likely to fail, if to their defeat
could be added that of some of his more obnoxious nominations, it seems to
ine that the effect on the public would be very great. Indeed, whatever
may be the result of his nominations not disposed of at the date of your
letter, the effect of his miscarriages has been considerable. He still shows
game, appears stout and strong; but I think his strength is that of the
buck, mortally wounded, who springs boldly forward while he is inter-
nally bleeding to death.

"In this view of the matter, I must respectfully doubt that policy
which woxild surrender to his party their undisturbed course on any sub-
ject respecting which they were believed to be wrong. Success too often
sanctions; and their success, in reference to the defeat of the power of in-
ternal improvement, for example, would, I fear, tend to produce acquies-
cence in the surrender of the power. If, indeed, they can defeat, at pres-
ent, the power, after all proper exertions by our friends, good might result
from that. "We should have done our duty; and the great body of the
nation would then see that it was not our fault that they did not get the
benefit of the exercise of the power; and that, if they wished for that, they
must support us.

" My observation induces me to believe that there is a great reaction in
respect to the present administration; and that the exercise of the power
of patronage is condemned by a vast number of the Jackson party as well
as by our own friends. It is true, as you justly remark, that there is lesa
public disapprobation expressed of the dismissions than could have been
expected. But, I believe, nevertheless, that it exists very extensively. I
speak confidently on this subject as it regards the valley of the Mis-
sissippi.

" I have noticed the movements at Harrisburg and Albany. The
former, if we are rightly informed, was an abortion; and the latter may, I

suppose, be considered as essentially Mr. Y. B-----'s. That Jackson will be

again a candidate is highly probable. If he can unite in his sxipport Vir-
ginia, Pennsylvania, and New York, opposition to his election will be
vain. If either of those States can be detached from him, lie may be
beaten. "What is the probability of their union ? You are better judges at